
Lithium Battery Safety 
Checklist 
Guidance based on recommendations from the U.S. Fire Administration 
(USFA), National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), and National Volunteer Fire Council 
(NVFC). 

Daily Use 

• Use only the charger that came with the device or one recommended by the 
manufacturer.
• Charge on a hard, non-flammable surface—never on a bed, sofa, or pillow. 
• Avoid charging overnight or when you are not nearby. 
• Keep batteries and chargers away from heat sources, sunlight, and water. 
• Unplug immediately if you notice swelling, odor, or unusual heat. 
• Do not block exits or escape routes with charging devices. 

Storage 

• Store batteries in a cool, dry place at room temperature. 
• Keep away from flammable materials, direct sunlight, or extreme temperatures. 
• Do not store loose batteries together—cover terminals with tape or place in separate 
bags. 
• Inspect batteries regularly for swelling, leakage, or damage. 
• For larger devices (e-bikes, scooters), store in a ventilated area away from exits. 

Disposal 

• Never throw lithium-ion batteries in household trash or recycling bins. Take them to a 
battery recycling center or electronics retailer with a take-back program. 
• Isolate damaged or swollen batteries—place them in a non-flammable container (such as 
sand or kitty litter) until properly disposed of. 

Contact your local fire department or waste authority for guidance if unsure. These steps can 
prevent fires and injuries caused by lithium-ion batteries. For more resources, visit 
usfa.fema.gov or nfpa.org.
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