
For Homeowners and 
Tenants 
Why Smoke Alarms Matter at Home 

- Most fatal home fires occur at night, when 
occupants are asleep. 

- A working smoke alarm can cut the risk of 
dying in a home fire by more than half. 

- Fires spread quickly; seconds matter. 

Where to Install Smoke Alarms 

- Inside every sleeping room 

- Outside each sleeping area (for example, in 
a hallway) 

- On every level of the home, including the 
basement 

- On ceilings when possible; if wall-mounted, 
place 4–12 inches from the ceiling 

- Keep alarms at least 10 feet from cooking 
appliances to reduce nuisance alarms. 

Choosing the Right Alarm 

- Use photoelectric or dual-sensor alarms for 
broader detection 

- Interconnected alarms (wired or wireless) 
provide the best protection—when one 
sounds, they all sound 

- Smoke alarms should be UL-listed and 
approved for residential use 

Testing and Maintenance 

- Test monthly using the test button 

- Replace batteries at least once a year (unless 
the alarm has a sealed 10-year battery) 

- Replace the entire alarm every 10 years 

- Gently vacuum vents to remove dust and 
insects 

If You Hear the Alarm 

- Get out immediately and stay out 

- Close doors behind you if possible 

- Call 911 from outside the home 

For Small Businesses and 
Churches 
Why Smoke Alarms Matter in Community 
Buildings 

- Places of worship and small businesses 
often host large groups, including children 
and older adults 

- Fires during services, meetings, or events 
can spread quickly and create confusion 

- Early detection protects lives, historic 
structures, and vital community services 

System Considerations 

- Determine whether your building requires 
single-station smoke alarms or a monitored 
fire alarm system, based on size, occupancy, 
and use 

- Commercial-grade alarms and systems 
should meet New York State Fire Code and 
local requirements 

- Interconnected and monitored systems 
provide faster notification and response 

Proper Placement 

Install alarms in accordance with code and 
manufacturer instructions. Common locations 
include: 

- Corridors and hallways 

- Assembly areas 

- Offices and meeting rooms 

- Mechanical and electrical rooms (as 
required) 

Inspection, Testing, and Maintenance 

- Test alarms regularly and document results 

- Replace batteries and components as 
recommended 

- Keep alarms free of dust, paint, and 
obstructions 

- Ensure pull stations, notification devices, and 
alarm panels remain accessible 

Staff and Volunteer Readiness 

- Designate responsible individuals to 
oversee alarm testing and maintenance 

- Train staff and volunteers on evacuation 
procedures 

- Conduct periodic fire drills appropriate to 
the building’s use 
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